
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clinical Social Worker (median salary $56,200)  
Education Needed-Master’s Social Services 
Take-home salary: $40,464.00 
Monthly take-home salary:  $3,372.00 
Partner’s occupation: Maintenance and Repair Worker  
  (high school) 
Partner’s monthly take-home salary:  $2,298.00* 

Student loan payment: $175 a month 
Medical insurance copay: $200 a month covers family unit 
Credit card debt: $5,309 
Child: 4-year-old 

…additional expenses 
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* assumes local, state, and federal taxes have been deducted from annual salary using 28% as the multiplier to identify take home salary 

Sound Engineering Technician (median salary $52,390)  
Education Needed-Postsecondary non-degree Creative and Media 

Take-home salary: $37,721.00 
Monthly take-home salary: $3,143.41 
Partner’s occupation: Entrepreneur / Business Start-up 
 Virtual Call Center Rep (high school) 
Partner’s monthly take-home salary:  $2,880.00* 

Student loan payment: no student loan 
Medical insurance copay: $150 a month covers family unit 
Credit card debt: $1,700 
Child: No child 

…additional expenses 

Market Research Analyst (median salary $63,120)  
Education Needed-Bachelor’s Business 
Take-home salary: $45,446.40 
Monthly take-home salary:  $3,787.20 
Partner’s occupation: Wind Turbine Technician  
  (Postsecondary non-degree) 
Partner’s monthly take-home salary:  $3,262.20* 

Student loan payment: $300 a month 
Medical insurance copay: $200 a month covers family unit 
Credit card debt: $746 
Child: No child. You adopt a pet. 

…additional expenses 

Respiratory Therapist (median salary $60,280)  
Education Needed- Associate’s Science 
 Take-home salary: $43,401.60 
Monthly take-home salary:  $3,616.80 
Partner’s occupation: Environmental Science and 
 Protection Technician (Associate’s) 
Partner’s monthly take-home salary:  $2,770.20* 

Student loan payment: $300 a month 
Medical insurance copay: $150 a month covers family unit 
Credit card debt: $3,918 
Child: Newborn 

…additional expenses 
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